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1.What is meant by a working port and its importance to Hobart and the State

In August 2008 Tasports responded to the Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy and expressed its concern at the failure of the design consultants and the Sullivan’s Cove Waterfront Authority to either understand or accept the requirements of a working port, despite ongoing communication from Tasports, port users and local industry.

In March 2008 forum consultants discussed their overall approach to the Urban Design Strategy. It was clear that a comparison was being made by the consultants between the rebuilding of Darling Harbour and the Hobart Port/Railyards to the extent that the nature of a working port was being ignored in assessing the future use and development of the site.

On June 25 2008 Tasports advised the New Hospital Project Team  that site planning for the new hospital should not compromise Tasports’ ability to maintain a working port in Hobart. The New Hospital Project Team gave Tasports a draft site plan for the location of the  new Hobart Hospital on June 16. 

Tasports considered the draft site plan inhibited Tasports ability to manage the port effectively into the future. Tasports included details of its strategic direction of the port relating to cargo handling, Antarctic services and cruise ship development .It also included Tasports’ space requirements for quarantine, waste removal facilities, emergency services for ship evacuation or incident. Tasports also referred to the Government’s commitment to maintaining a rail corridor into the port for the future.

Tasports emphasised the need for a buffer zone between the projected hospital and a working port, two very different activities in the port area. On the basis of round the clock activity as a working port with generation of transport, loading, storage and related noise no working curfew could be imposed to allow for the needs of a hospital.

Tasports foresaw growth in its commercial operations in the port of Hobart particularly the Antarctica and cruise ships sectors plus cargo exports

Tasports  stated its commitment to maintaining a working port in Hobart.

2 The capacity for redevelopment on the current Royal Hospital site

The estimated cost of building the New Royal Hospital on the Railyards site has been estimated at $1 b. The cost of rebuilding the existing Royal Hobart has been put at $450m. The Railyards site cost does not necessarily include clean up and rehabiliation costs (subject to a current feasibility study) nor  some of the infrastructure costs  associated such as removal of 1050mm  sewer running through the Railyards site and an expanded waste water plant.( Hobart Railyards Design Strategy 5.2). The Design Strategy noted that a number of industrial uses existed within the area which were incompatible with the proposed Hospital .These included the HCC wastewater plant, caustic soda and concrete batching plants, cold store and Retlas foundry.

Although redeveloping the existing Royal Hobart Hospital on its current site  is the less expensive option the question remains of how this could be staged without disruption to services and staff . A base estimate  (Business Plan) has yet to be provided by the Minister as part of the assessment of  what site would be the most appropriate. Given that the new Emergency Centre was built while the activities of the Royal continued throughout building construction an independent assessment of the feasibility of reconstruction on the existing site needs to be done.

3 The impact of the New Royal and associated developments on the current port of Hobart

 Tasports have already noted the incompatibility of the New Hospital siting on the Railyards  with port activities. In June 2007 Premier Lennon put forward a $400,000 plan to go the Federal Government to partly finance a feasibility study for the Hobart-Bridgewater rail corridor. This study would look at the best way to use the tourist and public transport potential (including light rail) of the rail track.The Premier envisaged by late 2009 that a new tourist train would run daily excursions along to New Norfolk and eventually Mt Field National Park. So far no further announcements have been made on this project but it might not be compatible with a New Royal at the Railyards.

The Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy (5.2) provides height limitations on projected buildings to protect views from different locations around the area of study. These height limitations presumably been factored into the draft design of the new Royal Hobart. Consequently the area taken up on the Railyards site  by the proposed  Hospital  is greater than if the design was for a 5-6 storey building. This makes it very difficult to setting the new Royal back from port activity within a buffer zone (as required by Tasports)

4 The consequences for any future development as a working port if the New Royal and Associated developments go ahead

If, as Tasmanian Government and the Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy maintain, the rail system is to remain open to the Port of Hobart  then the establishment of the New Royal on the Railyards site would compromise not only the working Port of Hobart but also stymie both tourism/public transport rail development. Its would also prevent the use of the Railyards for the export of zinc from Nystar directly through the Port of Hobart if Nystar’s South Australian production was relocated to Hobart. At present no containers have been  moved for 3 years across the existing Hobart wharves and Macquarie No’s 5 and 6 have “concrete cancer which has yet to be fixed by Tasports. 

There are negotiations in progress, supported by the Department of Economic Development and Tasports, for the Russian Antarctic fleet to base itself in Hobart with an increased French Antarctic shipping presence. The Tasports  Railyard Response has already been noted as requiring working space and storage areas to service this growing market. In 2007 an oil rig firm seeking a Hobart Port location was turned down by Tasports as no additional wharf capacity was available.

Tasports needs to investigate the issue of wharf capacity in Hobart if it upholds the concept and practicality of a working port.

John Livermore  

Transport Consultant

Mobile 0419 258 423

Website : www.johlivermore.com

